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Vancouver Island Filipino-Canadians Celebrate  
117th Philippine Independence Day 

 

The Filipino community of Vancouver Island, 
led by the Victoria Filipino Canadian 
Association celebrated the 117th anniversary of 
Philippine Independence Day by way of a gala 
dinner and dance at the Inn at Laurel Point on 
Friday, June 12, 2015. The event cost more 
than in previous years but the seats were sold 
out, with 149 guests all together. Well done! 
 
Murray Rankin, Victoria MP, was the guest of 
honor. He delivered a brief talk mentioning 
how Filipinos were making a difference in the 
community, and encouraged us to continue 
working hand in hand to deliver various 
programs. 
 
Laila Pires as emcee provided a brief history of 
how Philippine independence came about. 
Laila’s presentation was followed by welcome 
remarks from the presidents of various 
associations, namely: 
 

 Agnes Miranda – Victoria Filipino 
Canadian Association 

 Dominga Passmore – Bayanihan 
Cultural and Housing Society 

 Annette Beech -  Victoria Filipino-
Canadian Caregivers Association 

 Myrna Cubangbang representing the 
Victoria Filipino-Canadian Seniors 
Association. 
 

The food was prepared by the kitchen crew at 
Laurel Point. Before the sumptuous feast, an 
invocation was delivered by Lani Domaloy. 
The ambience of the Inn along and the ocean 
view by the patio lent a special feel to the gala 
celebration.  Attendees came in their best 
Filipiniana attires. Stylish barongs were also 
noted. Some were fortunate to have their 
names drawn for various door prizes. 
 
The Sampaguita Dance Group entertained the 
group with their dances: Itik-Itik,  Bulaklakan, 
Pasikot sa Baso, and the Salakot dance, all of 
which displayed and represented the rich 
heritage of the Philippines.  Thanks to the 
parents and teachers who dedicated their 
time and energy to make the dance 
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presentation possible, and special thanks to 
Daisy Brewer for coming back to teach our 
adult dance group again.  We also thanked 
Fernando who provided us with varied music 
selections. 
The dinner dance included a silent auction and 
a raffle to raise funds for the different youth 
and adult programs at the Bayanihan 
Centre.The silent auction was made possible 
by generous donations from the community, 
colleagues and friends.  Congratulations to 
the winners!  We had 4 Thrifty’s gift 
certificates, 4 Starbucks gift certificates, 2 
baskets of cheese and gift cards, and the 
grand prize of Harbour Air tickets for 2 
people. This was topped by a 7-day condo stay 
in Maui, Hawaii courtesy of Peggy Yelland. 
 
While the auction and the raffle were going 
on, ladies and gents danced the night away, 
moving with the beat, oblivious to the ticking 
of the clock. All in all,  
the 2015 Philippine Independence Day Dinner 
Dance was a success.  Thank you all who 
participated and contributed to this 
celebration of our Philippine history and 
culture.  
 
Our goal was to raise funds without doing any 
cooking and cleaning, and basically do nothing 
but relax, enjoy and have fun.  We think we 
accomplished that and everyone had a great 
time.  What a great evening.  We will see you 
again next year, and future years 

 

 

 

VANCOUVER ISLAND FILIPINOS SHINE AGAIN 
AT 

MAHARLIKA AWARDS 

There were four tables of proud and beaming 
guests from Vancouver Island at the 
Maharlika Awards for 2014 held at Hilton 
Vancouver Metrotown on January 31, 2015.  
They all traveled to Vancouver to cheer on 
awardees hailing from the Island, notably 
Victoria.   
 
Now on its fifth year, the Maharlika Awards 
are given by the Filipino Canadian Cultural 
Heritage Society of BC to recognize invaluable 
pioneering work, leadership in various fields 
and exemplary community service by Filipinos 
in British Columbia. The awards aim to inspire 
many to be the best in what they do and set 
the pace for other members of the 
community to follow. 
 
This year six Filipino-Canadians and one 
organization from Vancouver Island were 
recognized. They are: 
 

 Eufrocina ‘Seny’ Narciso. Seny received 
a Leadership award in Arts and Culture. 
Since 1976, she has worked hard to 
promote Filipino culture in Victoria. She 
has dedicated herself to choral singing 
and folk dancing and has used her 
many talents and leadership skills to 
participate in various Filipino 
community events. She has also helped 
fundraise for the Victoria Filipino 
Canadian Association and the 
Bayanihan Community Centre. 
 



  

ILAW     2014 - 2015 3 

 

 Ed Araquel.  Ed was also recognized for 
his contributions to Arts and Culture. 
The epitome of the Filipino immigrant 
to Canada who brought his skills to the 
country and, with hard work and 
confidence, steadily rose in ranks to be 
recognized as a gifted artist through his 
brush, paint and easel, Ed has had has 
work included in various art exhibitions 
– including shows in Toronto and 
Mississauga in Ontario and Victoria. He 
has promoted Philippine culture in his 
art. He has received numerous awards 
and is a member of the Federation of 
Canadian Artists. 
 

 Mary Lee Jetko. Mary was recognized 
for leadership in her work with seniors, 
temporary foreign workers and live-in 
caregivers. 
 

 

 Dominga Passmore. Dominga was cited 
for Leadership and her long-time 
dedication as president of VFCA and 
BCHS for a total of 14 years.  The 
‘workhorse’ of both organizations, she 
takes fundraisers to successful 
conclusions. Her work with the 
Intercultural Association, the Advisory 
Group of the University of Victoria’s 
Asian Heritage and the Community 
Partnership Network (a group of over 
150 local agencies, businesses and 
institutions committed to building 
diverse, welcoming and inclusive 
communities in Greater Victoria) were 
also acknowledged. 
 

 Irma Rodriguez. Irma was recognized 
for leadership in the field of education.  
She completed her Bachelor of Science 
in Education from the National 
Teachers College and her Master’s in 
Education from De La Salle University 
and obtained a certificate from the 
Centro Internazionale di Studi 
Montessoriani.  In Vancouver and 
Victoria, she conducts teacher training 
for public schools and the International 
Association of Progressive 
Montessorians. 
 

 Mike Gonzalez received an award for 
Business Excellence.  Mike is the owner 
of the Old Spaghetti Factory, a popular 
dining establishment in Victoria.  It 
marked its 15th year anniversary and 
employs more than 100 people all year 
round.  Besides being an astute 
business man, he helps various causes 
in the community like Ride for Cancer 
to benefit the BC Cancer Society and 
hosts CTV’s personalities and Pasta 
Night to raise funds.  He was a 
Canadian Red Cross youth leader, an 
Armoured Corps Lieutenant with the 
British Columbia Regiment in 
Vancouver and a volunteer group 
fitness instructor at YMCA. 
 

 The Bayanihan Cultural and Housing 
Society was recognized as this year’s 
Outstanding Filipino Association. 
Established in 1991, the society is based 
in Victoria where it operates the 
Bayanihan Community Centre.  It is a 
registered charity with the Canadian 
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Government.  It is owned and operated 
by the society mortgage free and fully 
run by volunteers. 

 
THE PHILIPPINES ON DISPLAY ON VICTORIA 

DAY 
 

By Agnes Myhre 
 
May 18, 2015, was a bright and sunny day to 
have the 117th Island Farms Victoria Day 
Parade. The Filipino community participated in 
the parade in full force, with representatives 
from the Victoria Filipino-Canadian 
Association, the Bayanihan Cultural and 
Housing Society, Victoria Filipino-Canadian 
Caregivers’ Association, Victoria Filipino 
Canadian-Seniors’ Association, and the VFCA-
Youth and Cordillera Group.  
 
For the second year in a row, our community 
won a prize – this time third place in the 
Walking Group Category. This was a 
significant achievement given the number of 
participating groups! 
 
The judging started at the staging area by 
Mayfair Mall at 8am. The parade then 
proceeded to Douglas Street and headed for 
Belleville St. 
 
Our little Nipa Hut was carried by our youth 
volunteers – a visible expression of 
“Bayanihan,” or “Working Together” as a 
community. The women wore colorful 
Filipiniana dresses and the men wore the 
traditional Barong Tagalog. 
 
The Sampaguita Youth Dancers and 
Sampaguita Adult Dancers enlivened the 

parade with their dance steps and flower 
garlands. 
 
The participants in the parade had a 
wonderful day. Lunch and refreshments were 
served at the Bayanihan Community Centre 
after the parade. 
 
Thank you to Maricel Ames who organized 
the event and Leonor Santos who 
coordinated the food and refreshments. And 
most of all thank you to all the volunteers 
who made our participation memorable and 
enjoyable! Your efforts and willingness make 
our community successful. See you again next 
year! Mabuhay! 
 

JOINING HANDS TO HELP NEPAL 
 

To express solidarity with our Nepali brothers 
and sisters, the Bayanihan Cultural and 
Housing Society hosted a dinner to raise funds 
for the victims of the earthquakes that hit 
Nepal on April 25 (magnitude 7.8) and May 12, 
2015 (magnitude 7.3).   
 
The dinner was held at the Bayanihan 
Community Centre on May 15 from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m., with the option to eat in or take out.  
The dinner cost $15 per person and all funds 
raised were donated to the Canadian Red 
Cross.   
 
On May 21, 2015, the amount of $5,042.50 was 
handed to Phyllis Argue, Manager for 
Government Relations and Strategic 
Initiatives of the Canadian Red Cross at the 
Victoria Branch office of the Canadian Red 
Cross.   
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Many patrons offered more than the cost of 
the meal to add to the funds collected.   
 
Real Canadian Wholesale gave a gift 
certificate and Mike Gonzalez of the Old 
Spaghetti Factory donated chicken to help 
defray the expenses.   
 
Kevin Lee, a BC Ferry Union officer who 
helped in Haiyan fundraiser, donated crabs 
which raised over $300 as volunteers eagerly 
bid on them. 
 
The board of directors of the Bayanihan 
decided to do this fundraising to give back 
after the tremendous show of generosity 
from the Victoria community when typhoon 
Haiyan struck the Philippines in 2013.  People 
around the world responded swiftly and relief 
operations, financial aid, medical services 
were immediately deployed. 
 
The April 25 earthquake in Nepal caused 
tremendous loss of life and property in Nepal.  
The destruction of heritage sites is 
immeasurable and the economic impact to 
clean up, rebuild and restore is heavy. 
 
Dibya Shrestra, who was visiting her mother 
in Nepal at the time of the first earthquake, 
shared photos during the dinner of Nepal 
before the earthquake and extended her 
gratitude on behalf of the Nepalese.  She 
helped prepare and serve the food along with 
the numerous volunteers from the 
community. 
 

 
 

PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR TO CANADA 
VISITS VICTORIA 

 

The directors of the four societies, BCHS, 
VFCA, VFCCA AND VFCSA, stepped up with 
pride to open the doors of the Bayanihan 
Community Centre to welcome the new 
Philippine Ambassador to Canada, Her 
Excellency Petronila P. Garcia on June 1, 2015.   
 
Ambassador Garcia visited the centre the day 
after her courtesy call on Lieutenant Governor 
Judith Guichon.   
 
It is a testament to the increasing prominence 
of the centre that the Vancouver Consular 
staff, led by Consul General Neil Ferrer, 
included a visit to the centre in Ambassador 
Garcia’s schedule while visiting the west 
coast.   
 
Anton Mandap, deputy consular general, was 
also with the Ambassador’s party.  
 
Traditional Filipino hospitality was extended 
to the visitors with the president of each 
society - namely Dominga Passmore (BCHS), 
Agnes Miranda (VFCA), Annette Beech 
(VFCCA) and Myrna Cubangbang representing 
Connie Custodio (VFCSA) speaking on behalf 
of their groups.   
 
Laila Pires acted as emcee for the event.  
Prospective youth leaders were also invited to 
impress on them the importance of the centre 
and the potential good it can contribute to 
the community.  Present were Mike Gonzalez, 
Elaine Abanto, Gem Ruiz, Anthony Noonan 
and Sophie Sianen. 
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Ambassador Garcia spoke to the group about 
the promising state of affairs in the 
Philippines and the positive economic outlook 
and trade agreements between the 
Philippines and Canada.  She praised the spirit 
of volunteerism that is apparent in the 
successful running of the Centre. She 
expressed the hope that Filipinos would 
continue to embrace and demonstrate this 
quality as they make Canada their homes.  She 
pointed to the hard work and 
accomplishments of the first wave of 
immigrants that paved the way for others that 
followed. 
 
After the formal part of the evening, 
attendees had various photo opportunities 
with Her Excellency. Time did not allow for 
karaoke singing that Ambassador Garcia and 
the consular staff enjoy but those who 
remained enjoyed a night of singing while 
cleaning up. 
 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!!! 
 

The Victoria Filipino Canadian Association 
along with its flagship associations: the 
Bayanihan Community Centre Society, the 
Victoria Filipino Canadian Caregivers 
Association, and the Victoria Filipino Canadian 
Senior Association are run, operated and 
managed by pure volunteers. Filipinos from 
various disciplines and walks of life come 
together and unselfishly share their time 
talents and expertise in their own fields to 
organize events and establish a strong and 
visible presence in the community. 
 

To celebrate this spirit of unflagging 
volunteerism, a special day was set aside on 
November 9, 2014 to recognize all the hard 
work and effort and time that volunteers give 
unselfishly to uphold the mission and goals of 
their respective organizations and express 
true “Bayanihan” spirit. 
 
Lunch was served at the Centre and was 
enjoyed by everyone in attendance. 
Certificates of appreciation was handed to the 
volunteers.  
 
Four individuals received special recognition 
for their outstanding services, beyond their 
membership to their associations. They were: 
  

Nathy Orticio - Bayanihan 
Outstanding Volunteer Award 
Danny Ring - VFCA Outstanding 
Volunteer award 
Mary Jetko - VFCSA Outstanding 
Volunteer Award 
Sarah Lyn Atud - VFCCA Outstanding 
Volunteer Award 
Samantha Claver - VFCA Youth 
Outstanding Volunteer Award 

 
A big THANK YOU to all volunteers who give 
of their priceless time, talents and efforts to 
make our Filipino community events 
successful!!! May you continuously embody 
the Bayanihan spirit and show this not only in 
our community but to the City as well. 
 

SAMPAGUITA DANCE GROUP – CULTURAL 
AMBASSADORS 

 
Once again, great job Sampaguita Dance 
Group!!!  You made us proud with your 
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participation in the Greater Victoria 
Performing Arts Festival in the ethnic 
category.  
 
The group performed on April 18, 2015 at 
Claremont Ridge Playhouse, Claremont High 
School.  The dancers won awards for their 
performance and were invited to take part in 
the Honours Program on May 1st at Claremont 
High School.  
 
The youngest dancers performed the Itik-Itik 
and the Open group performed the 
Bulaklakan.   

 
The group 
worked so 
hard at 
perfecting 
the 
numbers 
despite 
the short 

preparation time – starting in the beginning of 
March.  It was awesome to receive the 
acknowledgement from the festival 
adjudicator.  
 
Many thanks to the dedicated dancers and 
parents for their support on the many days 
and weekends of rehearsal!!!   
 
The Sampaguita Dance Group performed 
again at the Asian Heritage Festival on May 31, 
2015 and at the Philippine Independence Day 
Gala Event at the Laurel Point Inn on June 12. 
 
 
 

The Sampaguita Dance Group promotes 
Philippine culture and heritage through folk 
dancing.  The dance lessons are ongoing and 

are free of charge. The group is run by 
dedicated parents.  The Sampaguita Adult 
Dance Group also just started and they are 
being taught by Daisy Breuer. If you are 
interested in joining please call the VFCA at 
the Bayanihan Centre for more information. 
 
VFCCA HOLDS VALENTINE’S DINNER DANCE 

 
By Mary Jetko 
 
The Victoria Filipino Canadian Caregivers’ 
Association (VFCCA) Valentine Dinner and 
Dance on Feb. 28, 2015 at Grand Pacific Hotel 
was a huge success.   
 
Thank you to our guest, the Honourable 
Randall Garrison, MP, for officiating at the 
oath-taking of our newly elected officers for 
2015-2017 - headed by our president, Annette 
Beech.  
 
Congratulations to our reigning Ms. Valentine 
- Geralyn Nonesa; Mrs. Valentine -Carmen 
Reese; Senior Valentine - Andrea Mitchelle; 
Ms. Teen Valentine - Melanie Narciso and 2015 
VFCCA Valentine - Sarah Lyn Atud.   
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Our heartfelt thanks to all our donors, many 
of whom have supported us for years. They 
have been a great help, supporting all the 
migrant workers on the Island. They include 
the following: 
 
Rocky & Janice Lozano  
Ben & Nora Rivera 
Ed & Tita Araquel   
Lucy Scott 
Curtis & Annette Beech  
Norma Duy                          
Mack & Miechel Luke  
Nilo Mariveles 
Ric & Ligaya Panter   
Randy & Gina Cabantog 
Rey & Cely Fortaleza   
Christine Kimayong - Filipino Mart 
Lyn Laridzabal - Tim Horton’s   
Mike Gonzalez - Spaghetti Factory 
Ron & Mary Jetko     
Six Factors Fitness 
Balance Home Cleaning  
Rene & Lourdez Abanto 
Grand Pacific Hotel    
Cynthia Bailey 
Annie Arciaga     
Meds Ellison 
Donna O’Grady     
Helen Schaefer 
Elias & Cecilia Penalosa    
Connie Custodio 
Cora Lee Klimowicz    
Josie Manuel 
Quino Baterna - Robinson Land Corp.  
Todd & Grace Orlaw 
Gigi Astudillo - I Remit    
ABC Restaurant 
Marcos & Flory Cerezo    

Bob & Minda Rogerson 
Corinthians Dist. Ltd. 
VFCSA, VFCA/BCHS 
Arelene Pagunsan and Tom Judge 
Joy Romano 
Edilyn Pampo 
 
Special thanks to Myra of Safra Day Spa for 
the gifts to all reigning Valentines winners, 
and to Dalma Corbo of Thrifty Foods for the  
lovely bouquets of flowers for all our winners. 
 
Not to forget a very special thank you to all 
our Board of Officers, our members and our 
volunteers for being there always with your 
support.   
 
Once again thank you to all and  hope to see 
you again to our next fundraising event. 
Mabuhay tayong lahat 
 

VFCCA FIRST AID COURSE A SUCCESS 
 
The First Aid Course that the VFCCA organized 
was successful and well attended. All 
participants were thankful; the course was 
thoroughly relevant, informative, engaging 
and well organized.  
 
The training came with efficient, well 
managed and extremely helpful information 
for caregivers and new immigrants. They 
learned how to stay calm, take control of the 
situation and respond in the critical moments 
before helps arrives. They were given full 
instructions and tips on safety.   
 
This course is very important for those who 
work with children and the elderly. 
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Thank you to Mary Jetko, Aida, Arlene 
Pagunsan Judge and Flo Esmeralda who 
helped me and went every Sunday to 
Bayanihan to take registrations.  
 
Thanks to Annie Arciaga, Mary and Alquin 
Gonzalez for preparing their lunch. 
 

MORE VFCCA NEWS 
 
First of all I would like to say thank you to 
Darla Tomeldan who came all the way from 
Vancouver to help us deliver our Workshop on 
Applying for Permanent Residence and Open 
Work Permits under the Live-in Caregiver 
Program on April 12, 2015. Thank you so much 
Darla! 
 
The members were engaged in the questions 
and answers, most of them were so surprised 
to see the big changes to the program.  Darla 
was so patient in giving them answers since 
sometimes it was hard for the info to sink in.  

 
I myself learned a lot by attending this 
workshop.  I encourage everyone to attend 
such workshops in the future.  They are well 
worth it. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the following 
people: Flo Esmeralda and Frank, Aida 
Catuiran and Erwin de Guzman, Jojo Partosa 
(acting President), Lyn, Lardizabal, Merlyn 
Merced and Marilyn Navaja, for all coming to 
help make the workshop a big success. 
 
VFCCA also sponsored a Food Safe Course at 
the Bayanihan Centre on June 27, 2015 from 2 
pm to 9 pm.  Stay tuned for more workshops 

to be announce soon. 

 
 

BIG BIKE RIDE 

 
On June 23, 2015, members of our community 
showed their BIG HEARTS again and rode with 
PINOY TAYO, our Filipino group supporting 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 
 
Yolanda Knapp managed the registration and 
donations and was team captain for this year. 
We met at Menzies and Superior, behind the 
Grand Hotel. 

 
AND FROM THE VFCSA: 

 
December is long gone but not forgotten! 
 
The end of 2014 was busy for VFCSA, with lots 
of events. One was presenting folk dances 
and singing Christmas carols to the residents 
of Ross Place. We formed a group, chose two 
dances, picked the carols to sing, and had only 
about four days total of practice. 
 
It was not all fun, but we did it!!! 
 
We danced the pandango sa obando and a 
modern number to the tune of “Jingle Bell 
Rock.”  
 
We brought smiles to the faces of the 
residents and staff. Our performance was not 
perfect but it was very well received, and we 
will do it again if asked! 
 
On May 9, 2015, we held a very successful 
Barn Dance on May 9, 2015 at the Cedar Hill 
Recreation Center, with lots of fun and 
surprises!!! 
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As we celebrate various important events, occasions, successes and achievements, we 
take time to remember those who helped us get to where we are today.  
 
On July 7, 2014, we said goodbye to Marcelina Baldauf, founder and the first president of 
the Victoria Filipino Canadian Association. A registered nurse, she arrived in Dawson 
Creek, British Columbia, in 1965 and moved to Victoria in 1968. A year later, along with 14 
other Filipinas, she founded the Victoria Filipino Canadian Association (VFCA) and was its 
first president. She served in this position for seven years. 
 
On April 6, 2015, we also said goodbye to Ate ‘Remy’ de Lara who passed away on March 
27, 2015. Ate Remy together with her children and her extended family have been 
indefatigable supporters of the Bayanihan Community Centre and the Filipino community 
in Victoria, donating their time and talents to various activities, events and organizations 
in Victoria.   
 

Maraming salamat, Ate Marcelina and Ate Remy!! You helped make the successful 
community that we are today! We will not forget you! 
 


